
Klal Yisrael is doing remark-
ably well in so many areas. 
We live in times in which 
there are incredible amounts 
of Torah learning, chesed 

and tzedakah organizations, admirable 
dikduk in mitzvos, and a burgeoning kiruv 
rechokim movement. We have so much 
to be proud of. Our grandparents were 
told that America was “treif,” and we can 
look around today and see how “kosher” 
it has become. But perhaps when things 
are going so well overall, and maybe 
because of the success, certain important 
issues are overlooked. 

Over thirty rabbanim recently 
attended the Midwest Council of Agudah 
Rabbanim conference that was held 
in Detroit on July 4–5. Many ideas, 
issues, and challenges were discussed. 
Various aspects of one issue were raised 
on numerous occasions during the 
conference. The usual response to that 
topic is a roll of the eyes, bored demeanor, 
and body language that screams “again?!” 
Hasn’t this been spoken about enough? 
Haven’t there been enough “shmuessen” 
on this subject? Yet to the rabbanim, we 
feel as though we have never discussed it. 
It almost seems as if the battle is lost. 

The topic I am referring to is the 
Internet.

For all practical purposes, it seems 
like the Internet is here to stay. It is 
virtually impossible to find a business 
that doesn’t rely heavily upon the use of 
the World Wide Web to conduct its basic 
affairs. On the home front, the numbers 
are not much different. Although some 

communities have made headway in 
keeping it out of the home, studies show 
that many frum homes have Internet 
access. The only question that remains is 
how many of those businesses and homes 
have unrestricted Internet access. 

Many people feel this is an issue 
only for children and teenagers. While 
it certainly is an issue for the younger 
generation, the crisis extends far beyond 
that. 

First let’s focus on the teens. At the 
conference, a well-known rav said that 
when he spoke at a mainstream yeshivah 
about this issue, he prefaced his remarks 
by saying that any boy who had personal 
questions or issues to discuss should pass 
up a note and he would address the issues 
raised. Not long into the presentation, 
there was already a pile of notes on the 
lectern. What was supposed to be an hour 
presentation turned into nearly four hours 
of discussion. Many, many boys — each 
one with a story more horrific than the 
next — came over. Their most common 
pleas: “Our parents don’t get it. They are 
creating an impossible nisayon” and “Is 
there a possibility of teshuvah? Will I 
ever be able to get over it?” 

Some boys may find other ways to end 
up in the sewer of tumah. But many are 
doing so in their own living room, den, or 
basement. I recently had a beis medrash 
bochur in a top yeshivah crying to me and 
relating that he begs his mother to get rid 
of it. She ignores his pleas, and he is the 
korban each bein hazmanim. 
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The problem is compounded when 

parents put this lethal weapon into the 
hands of their children. At a summer 
camp, I recently observed a group of 
teenagers crowding around one boy. 
On further investigation, I saw that 
the boy had an iPod Touch, infamous 
for its ability to access the Internet. I 
immediately told the boy that he could 
not have such a device in camp. He told 
me that a member of the administration 
allowed it. The administration member 
who had issued permission told me that 
the boy had told him the Internet access 
was locked. Ironicaly, I had heard from 
this very same boy a short time earlier that 
he could figure out ways to get around all 
safeguards. Similarly, when the eighth 
grade of a top-notch yeshivah took a trip, 
more than one boy brought along devices 
with Internet accessibility, which had 
supposedly been restricted. 

Some boys are more honest. I sat near 
an eigth-grader at a simchah and watched 
him furiously pushing buttons on the new 
iPod Touch his parents had just bought 
him. When I asked what the machine 
could do, he said, “Everything!”
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And those who believe that Internet is 
only a challenge for teenagers are sadly 
mistaken. Rabbi Yosef Viener of Monsey 
stated recently that the many if not most 
of those who have unrestricted Internet 
access were “nichshal” at some point. 
Before we deny his assertion, let me 
share a few points. A well-known rav was 
successful in setting up an accountability 
system in his shul. The basic idea of an 
accountability program is that a designated 

person receives an e-mail in which there 
are ratings for each site visited. In this 
shul, the rav received those emails. 
Many of the balabatim (but far from all) 
signed up. I saw a copy of the reports 
(without names) from a period spanning 
a few months. An astounding number of 
balabatim who signed up were nichshal 
— and these were people who knew that 
their rav, whom they love and respect, 
would see these reports. 

How could it be? 
The answer is that the taavah (desire) 

is stronger than the shmirah (safeguard). I 
spoke to a number of balabatim who know 
the score, and some said that the actual 
numbers are even worse. And rabbanim 
who are experts in the field concur. 

The issur of yichud was given for 
exactly this reason. But in a situation of 
yichud there is inherently a far greater 
shmirah: the shame factor. We are 
dealing with another human being. In 
this situation that shmirah doesn’t exist. 
Is it any wonder that Rav Mattisyahu 
Salomon, shlita, said that if Chazal 
would be around today, they would 
certainly create an issur of yichud with a 
computer with Internet?

What is the solution? Obviously the 
best-case scenario is not to allow Internet 
access. Unfortunately, this is rarely 
possible. But how is it possible that 
someone who considers himself a yarei 
Shamayim can have unrestricted Internet 
in his home or office? Rabbi Viener 
says that only a two-pronged approach 
will work. First, the best filter system 
possible should be acquired, but there 
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must also be an accountability partner 
who the person respects and whom he 
wants to respect from.

Even with those two in place, there 
is no shortage of venues where a person 
can still get unrestricted access. We 
are talking to those who want to do the 
right thing. They don’t want to ruin their 
lives, their marriages, or their children’s 
lives. But the concept of natural taavah 
exists since the creation of man. (And 
we are seeing an alarming number of 
cases involving women as well.) We 
need protection, as we would do for any 
other safety concern. Certainly when the 
stakes are so high. 

When I spoke to a chashuveh balabos 
from my shul on this topic, he agreed 
with the need for safeguards in theory, 
but he said, “No one likes to feel that 
they aren’t in full control of their actions. 
The idea of being limited through filters 
or by having someone looking over their 
shoulder is something they naturally 
avoid.”

That’s true, but hopefully our desire 
for yiras Shamayim and to do ratzon 
Hashem are even stronger than the need 
to feel in control. Hopefully…. n
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